Hilliard Bradley High School

Narrative Essay Rubric

	
	Exceeds Expectations
	Meets Expectations
	Below Expectations
	Far Below Expectations
	Score

	Requirements

	All of the written requirements (# of pages, # of graphics, type of graphics, etc.) were met.
	Almost all of the written requirements were met.
	Most of the written requirements were met
	Many requirements were not met.
	

	Introduction and Thesis Statement 


	The introduction is effective and effortless to read. The thesis statement clearly focuses on a single well-chosen event and is in a logical location.  The topic of the essay is outlined as well as the main points to be discussed. 
	The introduction is effective. The thesis statement clearly focuses on a single event.  The topic of the essay is outlined. 


	The introduction is somewhat effective.  The topic of the essay focuses on a single event, though it may not be clear enough.  The thesis statement outlines some of the main points to be discussed. 
	The introduction is not effective. The thesis statement does not name the event and does not preview what will be discussed. 


	

	Body Paragraphs and Organization 


	Examples and support are provided in a logical order that make it easy and interesting to follow the author's train of thought.  The narrative fully develops the event with descriptive details.  The content of the paragraphs aligns with the topic sentence.


	Examples and support are provided in a fairly logical order that makes it reasonably easy to follow the author's train of thought.  The narrative develops the event with descriptive details. The content of the paragraphs mostly aligns with the topic sentence.
	A few of the support details or examples are not in an expected or logical order, distracting the reader and making the essay seem a little confusing.  The content of the paragraphs somewhat aligns with the topic sentence. 


	Many of the support details or examples are not in an expected or logical order, distracting the reader and making the essay seem very confusing.  The content of the paragraphs does not align with the topic sentence.


	

	Description and Detail


	The whole essay is filled with descriptive writing and is well developed and focused.  The writer’s voice is original and reflective throughout the narrative and always includes active, colorful word choice.


	The essay has some descriptive writing and is moderately well developed and focused.  The writers voice is original and reflective throughout the narrative and includes active, colorful word choice.
	The essay has a little bit of descriptive writing and has some development and focus.  Word choice is limited and the writer’s voice is not reflective. 


	The essay has no descriptive writing and lacks development and focus. 

No focus on word choice or voice shown.
	

	Conclusion


	The conclusion is strong and leaves the reader solidly understanding the writer's position. Effective restatement of the thesis is in a logical location.
	The conclusion is recognizable. The author's thesis is restated in a fairly logical location.
	The author's thesis is restated within the closing paragraph. 
	The thesis is not restated or is found in the same wording as the introduction.  The essay is not summed up.
	

	Conventions


	Author makes no errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 


	Author makes 1-3 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 
	Author makes 4-6 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 


	Author makes more than 6 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 
	

	Prewriting
	Prewriting is clear and well developed.  It matches the content in the essay.
	Prewriting is well developed.  It mostly matches the content in the essay.
	Prewriting is not very well developed and/or does not match the content in the essay.
	Prewriting is not developed and does not match the content in the essay.
	












Score:  __ /____ pts.

