Hilliard Bradley High School

Expository Essay Rubric

	
	Exceeds Expectations
	Meets Expectations
	Below Expectations
	Far Below Expectations
	Score

	Requirements

	All of the written requirements (# of pages, # of graphics, type of graphics, etc.) were met.
	Almost all of the written requirements were met.
	Most of the written requirements were met.
	Many requirements were not met.
	

	Introduction and Thesis Statement


	The introduction includes a hook and transitions to the thesis statement.  The thesis clearly states the theme, and lists main points.  


	The introduction includes a hook, transitions to the thesis statement, and is mostly effective. The thesis is included but may need extra attention.  
	A hook is present though not followed by important information.  The introduction is recognizable, but poorly organized.

The thesis statement outlines some of the main points to be discussed.
	A hook is missing or weak and important information is absent.  The introduction is recognizable but no thesis statement is provided.  
	

	Body Paragraphs and Organization 


	Examples and support are provided in a logical order that makes it easy and interesting to follow the author's train of thought. Each body paragraph has a well-written and appropriate topic sentence as well as concluding sentence.


	Examples and support are provided in a fairly logical order that makes it reasonably easy to follow the author's train of thought. Each body paragraph has an appropriate topic sentence as well as concluding sentence.


	A few of the support details or examples are not in an expected or logical order, distracting the reader and making the essay seem a little confusing.  Each body paragraph has a topic sentence and concluding sentence. 


	Many of the support details or examples are not in an expected or logical order, distracting the reader and making the essay seem very confusing. Topic sentences may not be included for some/all of the body paragraphs.


	

	Meaning & Development 


	Essay conveys an accurate and in depth understanding of the topic, audience, and purpose for the writing task.  The essay offers an insightful and thorough analysis and explanation in support of the topic. 
	Essay conveys an accurate and complete understanding of the topic, audience, and purpose for the writing task.  The essay offers a clear analysis and explanation in support of the topic. 
	Essay conveys a mostly accurate but somewhat basic understanding of the topic, audience, and purpose for the writing task.  The essay offers a partial analysis and explanation in support of the topic. 
	Essay conveys a partly accurate and/or confusing understanding of the topic, audience and purpose of the writing task.
	

	Conclusion
	The conclusion is strong and leaves the reader solidly understanding the writer's position. An smooth and effective restatement of the thesis is included. 


	The conclusion is recognizable and fairly smooth to read. The author's thesis is restated. 


	The conclusion is recognizable, but not smooth.  The author's thesis is restated within the closing paragraph. 


	The thesis is not restated or is found in the same wording as the introduction.  The essay is not summed up.


	

	Conventions 


	Author makes virtually no errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 


	Author makes few errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 


	Author makes some errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 


	Author makes excessive errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 


	

	Prewriting
	Prewriting is clear and well developed.  It matches the content in the essay.
	Prewriting is well developed.  It mostly matches the content in the essay.
	Prewriting is not very well developed and/or does not match the content in the essay.
	Prewriting is very underdeveloped and does not match the content in the essay.
	












Score:  __ /____ pts.

